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EXAMINER 'S AMENDMENT 

1. Claims 14-46, 48-110, 131-145 are allowed. 

2. Claims 1-13, 47, 111-130 are cancelled. 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

4. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Peter Zura on 9/10/2008. 

5. The application has been amended as follow: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Claims 1-13. (canceled). 

Claim 14. (original): A method for gathering data concerning usage of media data 
provided from a predetermined receiver to a user, comprising: 

gathering first data concerning usage of the media data by the predetermined receiver by 
means of a stationary monitoring system ^ 

! ; o- ' v ^ ■ . v. dj.y; 

gathering second data concerning usage of the media data provided from the 
predetermined receiver by means of a portable monitor carried on the person of the use r, wherein 

i Deleted: and 
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producing audience measurement data concerning usage of the media data provided from 
the predetermined receiver from the first data and the second data. 

Claim 15. (original): The method of claim 14, wherein the predetermined receiver 
comprises the stationary monitoring system. 

Claim 16. (original): The method of claim 15, wherein the stationary monitoring 
system comprises software running on a processor of the predetermined receiver. 

Claim 17. (original): The method of claim 14, wherein the predetermined receiver 
comprises at least one of a media data recording device, a media data playback device, a user- 
operated recording device, a user-operated playback device, a television, television broadcast 
reception equipment, a radio, radio broadcast reception equipment, a video cassette player, a 
digital video disk player, a digital video recorder, a gaming device, a personal video player, an 
audio cassette player, a compact disk player, a personal audio player, an electronic book, and a 
personal computer. 

Claim 18. (original): The method of claim 14, wherein the media data comprises at 
least one of television data, radio data, video cassette data, digital video disk data, digital video 
recorder data, personal video player data, audio cassette data, compact disk data, personal audio 
player data, audio data, video data, digital audio data, digital video data, gaming data, streaming 
media, Internet-supplied data, and personal computer data. 

Claim 19. (original): The method of claim 14, wherein the media data comprises 
data received by the predetermined receiver from a recording medium. 
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Claim 20. (original): The method of claim 14, wherein the media data comprises 
data recorded by the predetermined receiver after reception thereof by the predetermined 
receiver. 

Claim 21. (original): The method of claim 14, wherein producing audience 
measurement data comprises producing data reflecting both exposure of the user to media data 
reproduced upon reception thereof by the predetermined receiver and exposure of the user to 
media data recorded by the predetermined receiver prior to exposure of the user thereto. 

Claim 22. (original): The method of claim 14, wherein producing audience 
measurement data comprises producing data reflecting a proportion of media data recorded by 
the predetermined receiver to which the user was exposed. 

Claim 23. (original): The method of claim 14, wherein gathering the second data 
comprises gathering data corresponding lo al least a portion of the first data. 

Claim 24. (original): The method of claim 23, wherein producing the audience 
measurement data comprises comparing the first data to the second data. 

Claim 25. (original): The method of claim 14, wherein gathering the first data 
comprises gathering first media data reception data comprising an indication of at least one of a 
station, a channel, and a program received by the predetermined receiver, wherein gathering the 
second data comprises gathering second media data reception data comprising an indication of at 
least one of a station, a channel, and a program to which the user was exposed, and wherein 
producing the audience measurement data comprises comparing the first media data reception 
data to the second media data reception data. 

Claim 26. (original): The method of claim 14, further comprising gathering time of 
detection data corresponding to a time at which the first data was gathered. 
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Claim 27. (original): The method of claim 26, further comprising determining an 
operational status of the predetermined receiver, based on the time of detection data. 

Claim 28. (original): The method of claim 27, further comprising using the 
stationary monitoring system to determine the operational status of the predetermined receiver, 
and wherein the first data comprises data corresponding to the operational status of the 
predetermined receiver. 

Claim 29. (original): The method of claim 27, further comprising communicating at 
least one of the first data and the time of detection data to a processor, and using the processor to 
determine the operational status of the predetermined receiver. 

Claim 30. (original): The method of claim 25, wherein gathering the first data 
comprises gathering a time code from the media data, further comprising comparing the time 
code with the time of detection data to produce data indicating whether the media data received 
by the predetermined receiver had been recorded prior to the time at which the first data was 
gathered. 

Claim 31. (original): The method of claim 14, further comprising gathering time of 
detection data corresponding to a time at which the second data was gathered. 

Claim 32. (original): The method of claim 31, further comprising determining an 
operational status of the predetermined receiver, based on the time of detection data. 

Claim 33. (original): The method of claim 31, wherein gathering the first data 
comprises gathering a time code from the media data, further comprising comparing the time 
code with the time of detection data to produce data indicating whether the reproduced media 
data had been recorded prior to receipt thereof by the portable monitor. 
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Claim 34. (currently amended): The method of claim 14, wherein the predetermined 
I receiver comprises a media data recording device,. 



Claim 35. (original): The method of claim 14, wherein gathering the first data 
comprises gathering a time code from the media data. 



Claim 36. (original): The method of claim 35, further comprising determining a 
operational status of the predetermined receiver, based on the time code. 



reproduction of the media data 



Claim 37. (original): The method of claim 36, further comprising using the 
stationary monitoring system to determine the operational status of the predetermined receiver, 
and wherein the first data comprises data corresponding to the operational status of the 
predetermined receiver. 



Claim 38. (original): The method of claim 36, further comprising using the portable 
monitor to determine the operational status of the predetermined receiver, and wherein the 
second data comprises data corresponding to the operational status of the predetermined receiver. 



Claim 39. (original): The method of claim 36, further comprising communicating at 
least one of the first data and the second data to a processor, and using the processor to determine 
the operational status of the predetermined receiver. 

Claim 40. (original): The method of claim 14, wherein the first data is resolved 
within a first time interval, wherein the second data is resolved within a second time interval, and 
wherein the first time interval is shorter than the second time interval. 

Claim 41. (original): The method of claim 40, wherein the first data and the second 
data comprise an indication of at least one of a station, a channel, a commercial, a segment and a 
program to which the user is exposed. 
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Claim 42. (currently amended): The method of claim 40, wherein gathering the 
second data comprises detecting jlie second ancillary code in audio media data received as , 
acoustic energy by the portable monitor. 

Claim 43. (currently amended): The method of claim 41, wherein gathering the first 
data comprises detecting ji ■ ; ■ ■ ancillary code in audio media received by the predetermined _ 
receiver by means of the stationary monitoring system. 

Claim 44. (original): The method of claim 40, further comprising comparing the first 
data and the second data to detect correspondence there between and based on a detected 
correspondence thereof, producing third data representing the usage of media data as reflected by 
the second data and resolved within a third time interval shorter than the second time interval. 

Claim 45. (original): The method of claim 14, further comprising gathering user 
identification data associated with the user, wherein the user identification data uniquely 
identifies the user. 

Claim 46. (original): The method of claim 45, further comprising associating the 
audience measurement data with the user identification data, thereby producing user-specific 
audience measurement data. 

Claim 47. (canceled). 

Claim 48. (original): The method of claim J4, wherein gathering the first data 
further comprises: receiving an audio portion of the media data in the stationary monitoring 
system; and detecting the first ancillary code in the audio portion. 

Claim 49. (original): The method of claim 48, wherein receiving the audio portion 
of the media data in the stationary monitoring system comprises receiving the audio portion 
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through an audio input device coupling the stationary monitoring system to the predetermined 
receiver. 

Claim 50. (original): The method of claim V H, wherein gathering the second data 
further comprises: receiving an audio portion of the media data in the portable monitor; and 
detecting the second ancillary code in the audio portion. 

Claim 51. (original): The method of claim 50, wherein receiving the audio portion 
of the media data in the portable monitor comprises receiving the audio portion by means of a 
microphone or other transducer. 

Claim 52. (original): The method of claim J 4, wherein the first and second ancillary 
codes comprise the same code. 

Claim 53. (original): The method of claim J A, where in the first and second ancillary 
codes comprise different codes. 

Claim 54. (original): The method of claim 53, wherein gathering the first ancillary 
code comprises gathering the first ancillary code from one of a video portion of the media data 
and a data packet of digital media data, and wherein gathering the second ancillary code 
comprises gathering the second ancillary code from audio media data. 

Claim 55. (original): The method of claim 14, wherein gathering the first data 
comprises receiving a data packet broadcast within a digital broadcast channel, wherein the data 
packet comprises an indication of at least one of a station, a channel, and a program received by 
the predetermined receiver. 

Claim 56. (original): The method of claim 14, wherein gathering the second data 
comprises detecting an ancillary code encoded in an audio portion of the media data received in 
the portable monitor through a microphone or other transducer. 
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Claim 57. (original): The method of claim 14, further comprising: communicating 
the first data and the second data to a processor; and producing data by means of the processor 
indicating that an audio portion of the media data received by the predetermined receiver has not 
been reproduced, based on the first data and the second data. 

Claim 58. (original): The method of claim 57, wherein the processor produces the 
data based on the absence in the second data of an indication of at least one of a station, a 
channel, and a program to which the user was exposed. 

Claim 59. (original): The method of claim 56, further comprising: communicating 
the first data and the second data to a processor; and producing data by means of the processor 
indicating that the user left a vicinity of the predetermined receiver, based on the first data and 
the second data. 

Claim 60. (original): The method of claim 59, wherein the second data comprises 
detection error data produced by the portable monitor. 

Claim 61. (original): The method of claim 14, further comprising: 
communicating the first data from the stationary monitoring system to a processor; 
communicating the second data from the portable monitor to the processor; and 
using the processor to produce the audience measurement data concerning usage of the 

media data received by the predetermined receiver and reproduced for the user, based on the first 

data and the second data. 

Claim 62. (original): The method of claim 14, further comprising communicating 
the audience measurement data to a remote location. 
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Claim 63. (original): The method of claim 14, further comprising communicating 
the first data and the second data to a remote location, and wherein producing audience 
measurement data comprises producing the audience measurement data at the remote location. 

Claim 64. (currently amended): A system for gathering data concerning usage of 
media data provided from a predetermined receiver to a user, comprising: 

a stationary monitoring system coupled with the predetermined receiver for gathering 
first data concerning usage of the media data by the predetermined receh ei t t . 

a portable monitor carried on the person of the user having an input to receive the media 
data provided from the predetermined receiver, for gathering second data concerning usage of 
the media data provided from the predetermined receiver; and 

a processor having at least one input to receive the first data from the stationary 
monitoring system and the second data from the portable monitor, for producing audience 
measurement data concerning usage of the media data provided from the predetermined receiver 
from the first data and the second data, 

••\ ••/.:: ; :hv v.;i;--;--:;y p^^^uv :- \_o r:-^ fi.fsj \nv>s dnU; 

cgrxmdin , , s , ^ ^ . > cdclc 1 ?«] 

ro<y>rik:d aj a y^nc r>rk>:;^ 

Claim 65. (original): The system of claim 64, wherein the predetermined receiver 
comprises the stationary monitoring system. 

Claim 66. (original): The system of claim 65, wherein the stationary monitoring 
system comprises software running on a processor of the predetermined receiver. 
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Claim 67. (original): The system of claim 64, wherein the predetermined receiver 
comprises at least one of a media data recording device, a media data playback device, a user- 
operated recording device, a user-operated playback device, a television, television broadcast 
reception equipment, a radio, radio broadcast reception equipment, a video cassette player, a 
digital video disk player, a digital video recorder, a gaming device, a personal video player, an 
audio cassette player, a compact disk player, a personal audio player, an electronic book, and a 
personal computer. 

Claim 68. (original): The system of claim 64, wherein the media data comprises at 
least one of television data, radio data, video cassette data, digital video disk data, digital video 
recorder data, personal video player data, audio cassette data, compact disk data, personal audio 
player data, audio data, video data, digital audio data, digital video data, gaming data, streaming 
media, Internet-supplied data, and personal computer data. 

Claim 69. (original): The system of claim 64, wherein the media data comprises data 
received by the predetermined receiver from a recording medium. 

Claim 70. (original): The method of claim 64, wherein the media data comprises 
data recorded by the predetermined receiver after reception thereof by the predetermined 
receiver. 

Claim 71. (original): The system of claim 64, wherein the audience measurement 
data comprises data reflecting both exposure of the user to media data reproduced upon reception 
thereof by the predetermined receiver and exposure of the user to media data recorded by the 
predetermined receiver prior to exposure of the user thereto. 

Claim 72. (original): The system of claim 64, wherein the audience measurement 
data comprises data reflecting a proportion of media data recorded by the predetermined receiver 
to which the user was exposed. 
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Claim 73. (original): The system of claim 64, wherein the second data corresponds 
to at least a portion of the first data. 

Claim 74. (original): The system of claim 73, wherein the processor is operative to 
compare the first data to the second data. 

Claim 75. (original): The system of claim 64, wherein the first data comprises first 
media data reception data comprising an indication of at least one of a station, a channel, and a 
program received by the predetermined receiver, wherein the second data comprises second 
media data reception data comprising an indication of at least one of a station, a channel, and a 
program to which the user was exposed, and wherein the processor is operative to compare the 
first media data reception data to the second media data reception data. 

Claim 76. (original): The system of claim 64, further comprising a clock coupled to 
the stationary monitoring system for gathering time of detection data corresponding to a time at 
which the first data was gathered. 

Claim 77. (original): The system of claim 76, wherein the processor is operative to 
determine an operational status of the predetermined receiver, based on the time of detection 
data. 

Claim 78. (original): The system of claim 76, wherein the stationary monitoring 
system is operative to determine an operational status of the predetermined receiver, based on the 
time of detection data. 

Claim 79. (original): The system of claim 76, wherein the first data comprises a time 
code, and wherein the processor is operative to compare the time code with the time of detection 
data to produce data indicating whether the reproduced media data had been recorded prior to the 
time at which the first data was gathered. 
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Claim 80. (original): The system of claim 64, further comprising a clock coupled to 
the portable monitor for gathering time of detection data corresponding to a time at which the 
second data was gathered. 

Claim 81. (original): The system of claim 80, wherein at least one of the portable 
monitor and the processor is operative to determine an operational status of the predetermined 
receiver, based on the time of detection data. 



Claim 82. (original): The system of claim 80, wherein the first data comprises a time 
code, and wherein at least one of the portable monitor and the processor is operative to compare 
the time code with the time of detection data to produce data indicating whether the reproduced 
media data had been recorded prior to receipt thereof by the portable monitor. 



Claim 83. (currently amended): The system of claim 64. wherein the predetermined 
| receiver comprises a media data recording device^ 

Claim 84. (original): The system of claim 64, wherein the first data comprises a time 
code gathered from the media data. 

Claim 85. (original): The system of claim 84, wherein the processor is operative to 
determine an operational status of the predetermined receiver, based on the time code. 

Claim 86. (original): The system of claim 74, wherein the stationary monitoring 
system is operative to determine an operational status of the predetermined receiver based on the 
time code, and wherein the first data comprises data corresponding to the operational status of 
the predetermined receiver. 
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Claim 87. (original): The system of claim 64, wherein the portable monitor is 
operative to detect a time code in the media data, and wherein one of the portable monitor and 
the processor is operative to determine an operational status of the predetermined receiver. 
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Claim 88. (original): The system of claim 64, wherein the stationary monitoring 
system is operative to resolve the first data within a first time interval, wherein the portable 
monitor is operative to resolve the second data within a second time interval, and wherein the 
first time interval is shorter than the second time interval. 

Claim 89. (original): The system of claim 88, further comprising an ancillary code 
encoded in audio media data, wherein the portable monitor is operative to receive the audio 
media data as acoustic energy, and gather the second data based on the ancillary code. 

Claim 90. (original): The system of claim 89, further comprising an ancillary code 
encoded in audio media data received by the predetermined receiver, wherein the stationary 
monitoring system is operative to receive the audio media data, and gather the first data based on 
the ancillary code. 

Claim 91. (original): The system of claim 88, wherein at least one of the stationary 
monitoring system and the processor is operative to compare the first data and the second data to 
detect correspondence there between, and based on a detected correspondence thereof, produce 
third data representing the usage of media data as reflected by the second data and resolved 
within a third time interval shorter than the second time interval. 

Claim 92. (original): The system of claim 88, wherein the first data and the second 
data comprise an indication of at least one of a station, a channel, and a program to which the 
user is exposed. 

Claim 93. (original): The system of claim 64, wherein the processor is operative to 
gather user identification data uniquely identifying the user. 
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Claim 94. (original): The system of claim 93, wherein the processor is operative to 
associate the audience measurement data with the user identification data, thereby producing 
user-specific audience measurement data. 



| Claim 95. (currently amended): The system of claim 64, wherein Jthe stationary 

monitoring system is operative to detect the first ancillary code and the portable monitoring 
device is operative to deled the second ancillary code. 
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Claim 96. (original): The system of claim 95, wherein the stationary monitoring 

system comprises: 

an audio receiver for receiving an audio portion of the media data; and 

a detector coupled to the audio receiver for detecting the first ancillary code in the audio 

portion of the media data. 

Claim 97. (original): The system of claim 96, wherein the audio receiver is 
physically coupled to the predetermined receiver. 

Claim 98. (original): The system of claim 95, wherein the portable monitor 
comprises: an audio receiver for receiving an audio portion of the media data; and a detector 
coupled to the audio receiver for detecting the second ancillary code in the audio portion of the 
media data. 

Claim 99. (original): The system of claim 98, wherein the audio receiver comprises 
a microphone or other transducer. 



Claim 100. (original): The system of claim 95, wherein the first and second ancillary 
codes comprise the same code. 



Claim 101. (original): The system of claim 95, wherein the first and second ancillary 
codes comprise different codes. 
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Claim 102. (original): The system of claim 101, wherein the first ancillary code is 
encoded in one of a video portion of the media data and a data packet of digital media data, and 
the second ancillary code is encoded in audio media data. 

Claim 103. (original): The system of claim 64, wherein the stationary monitoring 
system is operative to gather the first data from a data packet broadcast in a digital broadcast 
channel received by the predetermined receiver, wherein the first data comprises an indication of 
at least one of a station, a channel, and a program received by the predetermined receiver. 

Claim 104. (original): The system of claim 64, wherein the media data comprises an 
ancillary code encoded in an audio portion of the media data, and the portable monitor comprises 
a microphone or other transducer for receiving the audio portion. 

Claim 105. (original): The system of claim 104, wherein the processor is operative to 
produce an indication that the audio portion of the media data received by the predetermined 
receiver has not been reproduced, based on the first data and the second data. 

Claim 106. (original): The system of claim 105, wherein the processor is operative to 
produce the indication based on the absence in the second data of an indication of at least one of 
a station, a channel, and a program to which the user was exposed. 

Claim 107. (original): The system of claim 104, wherein the processor is operative to 
produce an indication that the user left a vicinity of the predetermined receiver, based on the first 
data and the second data. 

Claim 108. (original): The system of claim 107, wherein the second data comprises 
detection error data produced by the portable monitor. 
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Claim 109. (original): The system of claim 64, wherein the processor is operative to 
communicate the audience measurement data to a remote location. 

Claim 110. (original): The system of claim 64, wherein the processor is located 
remotely from the stationary monitoring system and the portable monitoring device. 

Claims 111-130. (canceled). 

Claim 131. (previously presented): The method of claim 14, comprising 
communicating the first data and the second data to a processor, wherein the processor produces 
the audience measurement data from the first data and the second data. 

Claim 132. (previously presented): The method of claim 131, wherein the processor 
compares the first data and the second data to produce the audience measurement data. 

Claim 133. (previously presented): The method of claim 132, wherein the processor 
produces match data by comparing the first data to the second data and produces the audience 
measurement data based on the match data. 

Claim 134. (previously presented): The method of claim 132, wherein the first data 
and the second data are based on ancillary codes associated with the media data. 

Claim 135. (previously presented): The method of claim 132, wherein the first data 
and the second data comprise signatures extracted from the media data. 

Claim 136. (previously presented): The method of claim 137, wherein the first data 
and the second data comprise time data and/or time code data. 

Claim 137. (previously presented): The method of claim 14, wherein the second data 
comprises user identification data. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/8 1 1 , 1 74 
Art Unit: 2153 



Page 18 



Claim 138. (previously presented): The method of claim 131, wherein the second data 
comprises user identification data and the processor associates the user identification data with 
the audience measurement data. 

Claim 139. (previously presented): The method of claim 138, wherein the user 
identification data uniquely identifies the portable monitor. 

Claim 140. (previously presented): The method of claim 137, wherein the user 
identification data uniquely identifies the user. 

Claim 141. (previously presented): The method of claim 131, wherein the monitoring 
system comprises the processor. 

Claim 142. (previously presented): The method of claim 131, wherein the portable 
monitor comprises the processor. 

Claim 143. (previously presented): The system of claim 64, wherein the monitoring 
system comprises the processor. 

Claim 144. (previously presented): The system of claim 64, wherein the portable 
monitor comprises the processor. 

Claim 145. (previously presented): The system of claim 64, wherein the monitoring 
system comprises a stationary monitoring system. 



6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany 
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the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance." 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Liang-che Alex Wang whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3992. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am 
to 5:00 pm. 

8. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton B Burgess can be reached on (571)272-3949. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

9. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free).. 



Liang-che Alex Wang 
September 10, 2008 

/Liangche A. Wang/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2153 
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